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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Dear friends of the IAJS,  

I am happy to present you with the 

seventh  issue  of  the  IAJS 

newsletter,  which  continues  our 

traditional review of past and future 

events.  

The last decade was an eventful 

one for Japan. The triple disaster that hit northeast Japan 

in March 2011 had a major effect on Japanese politics, on 

Japan's foreign relations, and on Japanese society. In our 

feature article, Prof. Ehud Harari writes about the triple 

disaster’s effect on Japanese politics and on Japanese 

policies and throws light on the implications of what may be 

the past decade’s most significant event. Addressing the 

issue from another perspective, Dr. Helena Grinshpun’s 

article discusses the disaster’s social implications and the 

many social ills it brought in its wake.  

However, the Tohoku disaster – however momentous - 

was not the only significant event of the past decade in 

Japan. With this in mind, Arie Kutz’s article examines the 

growing number of Japanese architects who have won the 

highly prestigious Pritzker Architecture Prize in the past few 

years, and Einat Cohen examines the effect of the popular 

smartphone-based game "Pokémon Go" and the possible 

influence it  might  have on  the  future  development  of 

Japanese games.  

In other news, Itamar Zadoff writes about his experiences 

at the recent international conference on martial arts which 

took place at the University of Cardiff, and his article notes 

some of the talks that left a lingering impression on him as 

a graduate student. On a personal note, the impressive 

number of perspectives which can be employed in such a 

(relatively) young field of research is quite inspiring indeed, 

and could be instructive in other fields too.  

Finally,  our  regular  PhD  candidate  interview  section 

contains  an  interview  with  Evgenia  Lachina,  whose 

research interests concern Japanese and South Korean 

contemporary culture and its worldwide popularity as well 

as Asian martial arts. 

In closing, I hope you enjoy reading this issue, and would 

further like to take this opportunity to wish all our readers a 

happy new year of the rooster. 

 

Julia Stolyar  

IAJS Newsletter Editor  
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IAJS NEWS 
A summary of Japan-related academic events in Israel 

The Second Israeli Conference 

on Language, Society and 

Culture in Asia  
University of Haifa, 20-21 December, 2016 

This conference explored various aspects of language and 

culture in Asia. Two panels were devoted to Japan: 

"Language and Culture in Japan and Beyond," which was 

held English, and "Beyond Finding the Right Word: Issues 

in Translation from Japanese to Hebrew," which was held 

in Hebrew. During the first panel, Prof. Miyake Yoshimi 

discussed the use of onee kotoba among transgenders in 

Japan and the significance of this manner of speech in the 

creation of a sense of community, while Ms. Shira Taube-

Dayan discussed linguistic challenges arising from her 

doctoral work on the childhood narratives of disaster 

survivors in Japan and Sri Lanka. In the second panel, Dr. 

Miki Daliot Bul presented a paper on the translations of the 

Israeli children's book Uncle Leo's Adventures in the 

Steppes of Romania by Yannets Levi, and on the extended 

modifications the Japanese publisher made to the original 

text, including the redrawing of all the illustrations - a 

unique decision among all the book’s translations into 

various languages. Mr. Eitan Bolokan presented the 

challenges involved in translating Dogen’s writings into 

Hebrew which encompass the unique terminology of 

Japanese, Chinese and Indian philosophy over and above 

Dogen’s unconventional use of language and the 

difficulties inherent in translating from Classical Japanese 

in the first place. Finally, Ms. Irit Wienberg presented a 

unique historical event of the joint translations of Japanese 

science fiction into English carried out by the Canadian 

writer Judith Merril and the SF honyaku benkyoukai led by 

Yano Tetsu.  

Future events: 

The Heisei Era in Retrospect: 

Major Trends in Post-industrial 

and Post-consumer Japan  
University of Haifa and Bezalel Academy of Arts and 

Design, Jerusalem  

11-13 June, 2017 

This IAJS conference will focus on the historical, economic, 

social, political and cultural developments of this short but 

eventful  era.  In  acknowledgement  of  the  increased 

importance of the creative industries in Japan and beyond 

during this era, the conference will also feature a special 

focus entitled ’New Trends in Aesthetics, Visual Culture, 

Creative Industries, Arts and Design in the Heisei Era.’  

 

 

 

 

 

A 

summary of Japan-related academic 
events in Israel 
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IAJS NEWS 
A summary of Japan-related academic events in Israel 

Report: Cardiff University 

Martial Arts Studies  

Conference 2016  
Mr. Itamar Zadoff 

This summer, I had the privilege of 

taking part in the second annual martial 

arts conference held at Cardiff University in Wales. The 

conference was organized and hosted by Prof. Paul 

Bowman of the University’s School of Journalism, Media 

and Cultural Studies, and included 50 different talks in 17 

panels, as well as 7 Keynotes and 2 special sessions. 

Besides the impressive number of papers on a relatively 

young field of research, the remarkable variety of subjects 

and methods was a true eye opener for this graduate 

student. 

From a geographical perspective, the conference offered 

papers that dealt with martial arts from all over the globe. 

Besides the frequently discussed Chinese and Japanese 

martial arts, there were extremely interesting talks on 

martial arts from Europe, Mexico, New Zealand, Iceland 

and India. One paper that particularly impressed me was 

Daniel Jaquet’s keynote, entitled “Lost Embodied 

Knowledge: Experimenting with Historical European Martial 

Arts out of Books,” which was delivered in full plate armor 

and demonstrated Jaquet’s research on the motor abilities 

permitted by this kind of armor. Another notable talk was 

delivered by George Jennings and was entitled "Ancient 

Wisdom Modern Warriors: The (Re)Invention of a 

Mesoamerican Tradition." This concerned the reinvention 

of Mexican martial arts and its connection to Mexican 

national pride. On a different note, Qays Stetkevych 

presented his research on the embodiment of grappling 

techniques appearing in canonical Icelandic sagas in a talk 

entitled "The grappling techniques of the fornaldarsögur 

and Íslendingasögur."  

Over and above this, the variety of the different disciplinary 

approaches to martial arts studies was astonishing, and 

included approaches originating in history, embodiment 

studies, anthropology, psychology, sociology and many 

other disciplines. 

Also worth noting was Ben Judkins's anthropological study 

on the rising trend of light saber combat, which was a true 

eye opener with respect to the definition of martial arts and 

their place in a practitioner’s life. Incidentally, his talk was 

entitled “Liminoid Longings and Liminal Belonging: Hyper-

reality, History and the Search for Meaning in the Modern 

Martial Arts." Finally, Sixt Welzer's talk, "Straight Lines and 

Magic Circles: The Martial Arts Myth of Geometry," was a 

combination of historical and physical research concerning 

a 16th century trend of fighting in straight lines, in which Sixt 

managed to demonstrate the physical impossibility of this 

style by way of comparison with various martial arts and 

physical theories. 

In closing, I should note that besides the fact that the 

participants were scholars with a common ground of 

interest, the vast majority were also martial practitioners 

themselves, which made the conference atmosphere even 

more special and contributed to a greater sense of 

collegiality.  
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THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE PAST DECADE 

The ‘Triple Disaster’ 

Crisis of March 11, 

2011 
Prof. Ehud Harari 

The term ‘Triple Disaster Crisis of March 11, 2011’ refers to 

the Magnitude 9 earthquake that unleashed the tsunami 

which resulted in the Level 7 nuclear meltdown and release 

of radioactive materials at Fukushima.  

It was the most meaningful event which took place in 

Japan in the past decade; not only because of the heavy 

loss of human lives (15,891 deaths and more than 2,500 

reported missing as of April 2015) and property (including 

the shutdown of all nuclear power generators throughout 

Japan), as well as the thousands of people evacuated from 

their homes, communities, and eternal rest places of their 

ancestors, but also because it has thrown the lights and 

shadows of various aspects of Japanese society  as a 

whole into sharp relief as well as encouraged certain traits 

among the international community. With this in mind, the 

most salient lights and shadows are outlined below.  

Lights 

I. The immediate response by various sectors of the 

Japanese public - the behavior of the evacuees and the 

groundswell of solidarity by individuals and organizations 

from all over Japan - was one of Japan's finest hours: 

A. The evacuees' quiet and dignified behavior won the 

respect and admiration of television viewers in both Japan 

and around the world. 

B. Thousands of volunteers from all over Japan rushed to 

the Tohoku area to help; others contributed in cash and in 

kind.  

C. Business firms provided transportation, food, and other 

necessities to the affected areas free of charge. 

D. Japan's cabinet, led by then-Prime Minister Kan Naoto, 

and unlike the Cabinet led by former Prime Minister 

Murayama Tomiichi during the 1995 Kobe Earthquake 

crisis, responded immediately with various measures. At 

one juncture, Prime Minister Kan took a courageous 

decision that saved Japan from a much more enormous 

disaster which could have affected the whole country. 

E. Prefectural and local governments, and especially those 

that were affected by previous disasters, such as the 1995 

earthquake in the Kobe area, and, consequently, had 

drawn their lessons and set up new systems in preparation 

for another disaster, provided useful advice and sent their 

personnel to back up sister governments suffering from 

human resource shortages. 

F. Various units of the Japanese Self Defense Forces 

(JSDF) were rapidly deployed to the affected areas to 

engage in search and rescue operations and to assist in a 

multiplicity of other ways, and this acted to markedly 

improve the JSDF’s public reputation.  

II. The Japan-US security alliance had spawned the 

peacetime "Operation Tomodachi" whereby US military 

land, air, and sea forces stationed in Japan came to the 

rescue - at some unknown risk to themselves. 

III. Assistance arrived from all over the world.  

A. Particularly encouraging was the generous assistance 

that arrived from Japan's immediate neighbors - China, 

Russia, and Korea - whose relations with Japan had been 

(and still are) tense. 

B. To us Israelis, it is noteworthy to mention the role played 

by the Israel Defense Forces special mission (led by the 
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Home Front Command). This mission was particularly 

notable for the establishment of the state-of-the-art hospital 

(which was also left on-site upon the mission's departure), 

but also for the fact that, unlike other missions from abroad, 

it was self contained, and arrived with its own vehicles, 

petrol, generators, water, food, and other necessities, 

freeing the Japanese hosts of the burden of having to meet 

their needs over and above their own. In fact, the Israeli 

mission to Japan has become a case study and a model 

for coping with future disasters elsewhere. Moreover, the 

Japanese mass media, which had been hostile toward 

Israel until then (and most notably the Asahi Shimbun, the 

habitually most critical of them all) ran long and highly 

admiring stories on the IDF's mission, infusing the 

Japanese public with a combination of amazement, 

gratitude, and respect. [A "spillover" anecdote: several 

months after the triple disaster, the attendant at the kimono 

section of a Tokyo department store sold my wife a 

beautiful kimono for half price when he realized that she 

was from Israel]. Also worthy of note and admiration were 

the Israeli volunteers - psychologists, social workers, and 

other relevant professionals - who came to the affected 

areas to assist those in need to cope with their traumatic 

experiences. 

Shadows 

I. The "Policy Villages."  While the earthquake was a 

natural disaster, the effects of the tsunami might have been 

less destructive if precautionary measures were taken. It 

soon became evident that the Fukushima disaster could 

have definitely been avoided. Indeed, scientists' warnings 

of the likelihood of a disaster in Fukushima were not 

heeded and the necessary measures were not taken by 

what has become known as the "nuclear power generation 

village." The "villages," a phenomenon prevailing in many 

policy areas in Japan (as well as in other democracies 

where they are called "iron triangles," or  - more broadly - 

"policy communities") are groupings consisting of interest 

groups (such as power generation firms), politicians with an 

electoral stake in the relevant policy area, the relevant unit 

or units in the national bureaucracy and the regulatory 

authority with jurisdiction over that policy area, as well as 

"kept scientists." All share the objective of promoting the 

“village”’s interests in the given policy area in competition 

with the interests of other policy areas, and, when 

necessary, also at the expense of the "public interest." In 

doing so, they also trade various "public goods," with the 

business firms gaining larger profits, the bureaucrats and 

regulators gaining "golden parachutes" (amakudari) into 

the respective firms, politicians gaining electoral campaign 

funds, and scientists gaining research funds, access to 

information, and other benefits. Thus, the power generation 

“village”’s failure to take the necessary measures (to save 

costs) has led to the accusation that the Fukushima 

disaster was a man-made disaster rather than a mere 

natural disaster. 

II. Bureaucratic Snags.  It turned out that the measures 

taken by previous governments (cabinets and the 

bureaucracy) based on lessons drawn from previous 

disasters were insufficient. Thus, bureaucratic snags at 

various points of the government's assistance chain 

delayed, or at some points, prevented the arrival of aid to 

the affected areas.  

Overheated Cabinet-Bureaucracy Tensions. One of the 

endemic features of modern democracies is the tension 

between politicians and bureaucrats. Democracies can be 

distinguished by the extent of this tension and by the types 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE PAST DECADE 
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of relations between politicians and bureaucrats.  In other 

words, the question is who (in fact, not just formally/

constitutionally) governs, i.e., who has the upper hand in 

initiating, legislating, and implementing policies. Is it the 

politicians or parliament, representing the ‘public’ through 

the cabinet; bureaucrats, who have the required knowhow 

and superior policy analysis capabilities, as well as the 

ability to scuttle the implementation of "undesired" policies; 

or neither, but rather some kind of symbiosis between the 

two? For several decades of the postwar era, it was widely 

believed that in Japan, the "politicians reign, but the 

bureaucrats rule," and that Japan epitomized the concept 

of the "administrative state." For decades, the long ruling 

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) both benefited from this 

pattern as well as instituted political and administrative 

reforms meant to "democratize" the Japanese 

parliamentary system by changing the imbalance of power 

in favor of the politicians. However, and despite a great 

deal of grandstanding, the LDP made sure to carry out the 

process piecemeal (nashikuzushi) in order to avoid overly 

antagonizing the bureaucracy. In late 2009, Japanese 

politics experienced a dramatic turnover. The ruling LDP 

suffered a humiliating defeat and was replaced in power by 

the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), which until that point 

served as the largest opposition party. One of the DPJ's 

campaign promises (its manifesuto) was to 

"Westminsterize" the Japanese democracy and to have the 

prime minister and cabinet dominate policy making and 

show bureaucrats their ‘proper’ places. The trouble was 

that the DPJ cabinet, which was deeply suspicious of 

bureaucrats, engaged in revolutionary measures to make 

good on its promise. As expected, the radical measures 

backfired, a problem made even worse by the new 

cabinet's lack of governing experience, which seriously 

crippled the DPJ cabinet's ability to govern the country in 

general, let alone manage a serious crisis.  

The Absence of a "Loyal Opposition." Unfortunately, the 

triple disaster happened under the fledgling DPJ cabinet’s 

watch. Rather than act as a ‘loyal opposition,’ the 

opposition parties, then led by the LDP, kept attacking the 

prime minister, disparaging every move he made, 

obstructing every cabinet initiative, and using the mass 

media to turn public opinion against the cabinet. While it is 

true that the opposition's role is to scrutinize government 

actions, it is equally true that there should be a limit to this 

role, especially in the midst of such a daunting crisis and in 

view of the fact that the ’nuclear power generation village‘, 

had become so powerful under the LDP’s watch and that 

LDP politicians formed part of the ’village’ that was 

responsible for turning Fukushima into a man-made 

disaster. Needless to say, there was no guarantee that an 

LDP cabinet would have handled the crisis any more 

effectively. Indeed, the LDP's temerity was one problem, 

but the public's gullibility in "swallowing" the stuff the LDP 

and the mass media kept feeding it was no less striking. It 

is true that the DPJ regime could not deliver on several of 

its campaign promises, but this savage treatment by the 

LDP led the public to consider the DPJ a failure that should 

be replaced and voted accordingly. The wrong perpetrator 

of the disaster was thus punished and the DPJ prevented 

from any chance of ’learning on the job.’ What the public  

ended up getting since the December 2012 elections, 

however, has been a decimated and fragmented opposition 

on the one hand, and the same old LDP at the helm, 

headed by a hyperactive globetrotting prime minister with 

few diplomatic breakthroughs, a right winger, who has 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE PAST DECADE 
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taken the liberty of single-handedly reinterpreting the 

"peace constitution," and who has used  his cabinet's 

absolute majorities in both houses of parliament to force 

through legislation that has transformed Japan's defense 

policy and which has intimidated the mass media - all 

contrary to public disapproval. In this respect, we can also 

note three things have been keeping him in power and are 

highly likely to make him the longest serving prime minister 

since the end of the war: the weak and fragmented 

opposition, the lack of serious contenders for the 

leadership of his party, and most importantly, his ability to 

convince the public that his high flying "Three Arrows" 

economic policy was a great success. In reality, however, it 

briefly created the impression of progress, but has led 

nowhere thus far and needs more time to get the economy 

back on track and reverse the socio-economic polarization 

(kakusa) of Japanese society. 

Unfair, Hostile, and Flippant Mass Media. The extremely 

long years of LDP-dominated cabinets fostered close, and 

in some cases intimate relations between the LDP, the 

bureaucracy, and the major mass media organizations as 

well as their leading journalists. Naturally, these 

organizations and journalists had found it difficult to 

stomach 2009’s ’dramatic turnover‘, especially when the 

new DPJ government took measures which sought to 

unravel the cozy relationship between the old regime and 

the media. The Japanese media, which until then was 

criticized for being the regime's lapdog rather than the 

watchdog of democracy, had suddenly changed its stripes. 

It became an unfair and inconsistent, but persistent, critic 

of the new government's actions and inactions, adding fuel 

to the fires lit by the LDP, and thus helped in paving the 

LDP's way back to power.   

The "Soft Belly" of Japanese Economic Globalization. It is 

commonly held that the decades since the end of the 

"economic bubble" at the beginning of the 1990s have 

been "lost decades." In fact, not everything was lost. One 

relevant development worthy of note here was some 

Japanese industrial enterprises’ decision to specialize in 

producing highly competitive components for worldwide 

consumption. The good news was that these firms 

succeeded in controlling a large share of the Japanese and 

world markets for their components. The bad news was 

that many of their factories were located in areas affected 

by the triple disaster. The damage caused to these 

factories resulted in a shortage of these components in the 

Japanese and world markets and prompted the firms’ 

customers to diversify their sources at the (partial) expense 

of the Japanese suppliers. 

Finally, and in addition to the continued plight of the 

thousands of evacuees without a satisfactory solution in 

sight, generations of Japanese tax payers will be saddled 

with the heavy burden of sharing the financing involved in 

decommissioning the nuclear power generation plants in 

Fukushima. 

In closing, it should be borne in mind that the Japanese 

economy still needs to recover and get back on track for 

reasons unrelated to the triple disaster. But, on an 

optimistic note, there is no need to write obituaries for the 

Japanese society and economy. For one thing, Japanese 

cultural products, both traditional and popular, have 

become thriving export industries, as have some other 

industries. Furthermore, and from a longer historical 

perspective, Japanese society has repeatedly 

demonstrated a "miraculous" ability to surmount what 

appeared to have been insurmountable hardships  by 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE PAST DECADE 
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"retooling" mentally and practically, and there is no reason 

to doubt Japan's ability to retool and reinvent itself once 

more. 

From Melted Reactors to a 

Melting Society? The Social 

Repercussions of the Tohoku 

Disaster  
Dr. Helena Grinshpun 

Japan has witnessed several ups 

and downs, whether political, 

e c o n o m i c ,  d e mo g r a p h i c  o r 

international over the course of the 

past decade. It is virtually impossible, however, to talk 

about the last ten years without referring, in one way or 

another, to the tragic events of March 11, 2011. The 

tsunami and its repercussions became a major crossroad 

in Japan’s modern history, creating a divide between pre- 

and post- 3/11 Japan. 

More specifically, this divide can be seen as existing both 

the ‘rational’ and ‘irrational’ spheres. The rational sphere 

accounts for lost lives, discarded agricultural lands, 

displaced people, contaminated waste, material loss, 

energy crises, and political instability. The irrational sphere, 

however, touches upon matters far less concrete but no 

less important: psychological anxiety, civil society, national 

identity, collective values, and social maladies. In fact, it 

seems that the Tohoku disaster acted as a litmus test 

which exposed the ailments of Japan’s social order and 

placed them in the realm of public consciousness. 

First and foremost among these were anxieties related to 

human bonds and social connections. Shortly after the 

earthquake, the giant wave, and a nuclear threat befell the 

region, the Asahi Shinbun launched a series of articles 

depicting the growing sense of isolation and the rise of 

loneliness in Japan. Hardly a new topic on Japan’s public 

agenda, this series of articles nevertheless attracted a 

great deal of public attention and concern. Thus, the issue 

of social isolation loomed large, for example, when the 

media reported instances of bullying directed at school 

children who were moved from contaminated areas and 

placed at regular schools. Such cases of “social pollution” 

paved the way to domestic critiques of Japan’s 

incompetence in dealing with social deviance. An 

unverified (but widely circulated) rumor, for example, had it 

that many of the Fukushima reactor cleanup workers were 

burakumin or yakuza– both marginal and socially excluded 

groups. Furthermore, the Japanese administration’s 

management of the crisis and its intimate bonds with the 

TEPCO Corporation, held responsible for the Fukushima 

reactor malfunctions, brought upon a major crisis of trust in 

governmental institutions.  

The disaster further produced a general sense of 

pessimism stemming not only from hardships caused by 

nature, but also from the disillusionment inflicted by people. 

This pessimism is well captured in this quote by one of 

Japan’s most famous animators, Hayao Miyazaki, who said 

that “modern life is so thin and shallow and fake. I look 

forward to when developers go bankrupt, Japan gets 

poorer and wild grasses take over.” 

Interestingly, this sense of precariousness took shape at 

the same time as international commentators and the 

general public outside Japan witnessed how quickly Japan 

managed to clean up all the visible signs of disaster and 

how well-organized and disciplined the Japanese citizens 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE PAST DECADE 
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were even during severe shortages. The world media 

praised Japan for its spirit of volunteering, collective 

mobilization, and mutual help – the very virtues that were 

viewed as deficient and therefore symptomatic of social 

decay within Japan.  

So, what is “Japan after 3/11”? The aftermath of the 

disaster brought not only anguish and disappointment in its 

wake but also an awakening of civil society, the rise of 

grassroots anti-nuclear movements, the increased 

participation of women in social affairs, and the 

development of various youth initiatives, and particularly 

those involving community-building and rural revitalization. 

Even now, five years after the disaster, it is difficult to 

determine what kind of Japan will exist in the long run – a 

country haunted by social alienation and feeble human ties, 

or a country whose preoccupation with social maladies 

produces sustainable modes of recovery and regeneration.  

The Secret Event: The Day 

When Japan’s Population 

Began to Decline 
Prof. Rotem Kowner  

What was the most important event in 

Japan during the past decade? When 

asked about such an event, the first 

and instant response most of us offer is the 2011 Tohoku 

triple disaster. This is an obvious response, which was also 

chosen by several of my respected colleagues. I do not 

question their choice, since it is self-evident, for all the 

good reasons they have listed: the exceptional death toll, 

the damage to property and to the national economy, the 

enduring environmental devastation, and the loss of trust in 

governmental authority. Another reason for the Tohoku 

disaster’s prominence is its exceptional memorability and 

visualizability. Indeed, it was a conspicuous drama in an 

age of hyperactive media coverage and combined natural 

and man-made disasters that resonated with our most 

basic fears. This very characteristic has extenuated the 

importance of the 2011 Tohoku triple disaster while 

concealing other, less visible, and perhaps more important 

events during the last decade. 

So, what could possibly be more important? I would argue 

that another event of even greater importance has taken 

place. However, this event was so obscure that only a 

scant few noticed it, and so out of sight that it is difficult to 

even pinpoint its exact point of occurrence. And yet, at 

around October 2007, the population of Japan, estimated 

at around the 127,771,000 mark, began to decline. Initially, 

the transition was paltry. In that year, the population 

increased by only one thousand compared to the previous 

year, while during the subsequent year (the one ending in 

October 2008) it decreased by 79,000 (still far greater than 

the 18,456 people who died in the Tohoku triple disaster). 

To put it more academically, it was sometime during the fall 

of 2007 that the number of deaths in Japan exceeded the 

number of births for the first time, and this trend has done 

nothing but intensify ever since (see Figure 1). Today, nine 

years after this eclipse began, the population of Japan has 

declined to 126,920,000, that represents 851,000 less 

people than in its peak. However, the eclipse of population 

growth in Japan from positive to negative growth in late 

2007 was neither sudden nor unpredicted. The rate of 

population growth in Japan had been decreasing steadily 

for years until it reached zero and then turned negative. 

With a low total fertility rate (the average number of 

children that would be born to a woman over her lifetime) of 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE PAST DECADE 
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lifetime) of about less than 1.5 children per woman since 

roughly 1990 (much less than the replacement rate of 2.1), 

it was merely a matter of time before the Japanese 

population would begin to decline. 

The recent excess of deaths over births, or what we refer 

to as a population decline, is not the first in the history of 

modern Japan. It already happened once before, during 

the calamitous years of 1944-45, when the Japanese 

population declined by about two million (to about 72 

million). That drastic and short-term decline, however, was 

the outcome of war, and once the conflict was over the 

population bounced back very quickly (an additional 11 

million Japanese were born within five years). In contrast, 

the current decline is the outcome of a major change in the 

Japanese people’s way of life—a voluntary change—and 

therefore is not likely to reverse soon. In other words, the 

Japanese population is going to decrease further. Actually, 

much further ... 

Demography, or the science of population, is a serious 

matter. Compared with many other predictions offered by 

the social sciences, forecasts of population trends tend to 

rank among of the most reliable. In fact, they are so reliable 

that the United Nations has published its World Population 

Prospects for 2100 (and even 2300)! This means that, 

despite certain revisions, the population decline that Japan 

has experienced since 2007 is about to continue for the 

foreseeable future. The United Nations’ population 

predictions are also relevant to Japan, as they suggest that 

the Japanese population will be 120,127,000 by 2030, or 

almost seven million less than today, and will decline 

further to 107,411,000 (almost 20 million less than today) 

by 2050. Those interested in long-term predictions, 

however, should not hold their breath. In 2100, the 

Japanese population is expected to reach about 

83,175,000. This forecast may vary but apparently does 

not imply the complete demise of the Japanese people as 

some have warned us in the past. It does suggest, 

nonetheless that the Japanese population will be 33 million 

people smaller than in its current state over the course of 

the next eight decades (a 35 percent decline). 

Enough with the numbers, though. A better question is why 

this event is so important. The demographic patterns of a 

given population exert an incredible impact on essentially 

any aspect of life. By the same token, a declining 

population shapes the life of a nation, for better or for 

worse. A few examples to this end may suffice. Japan’s 

current population trends partly determine its economic 

state, such as the capacity for a sustainable growth and the 

price of real estate (the prices are likely to go down!). As a 

matter of fact, the Japanese economy is more than likely to 

decline in relative terms in the next few decades (in the 

international arena, it is all about relative terms). The 

current population trends also shape the structure of 

society. With much fewer children, Japan is (and is going to 

be) one of the “grayest” societies in the world. According to 

some predictions, more than 40 percent of the population is 

Figure 1: The population eclipse of 2007: Birth and death 

rates in Japan 1950-2008.  
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expected to be over the age of 65 in 2060! This figure will 

play a decisive role in the economic and cultural spheres, 

but in international relations too. With few children and 

many old people, Japan is unlikely, for instance, to take 

risks by involving itself in international disputes. Altogether, 

the Japan we know today will be completely different in a 

few decades. 

Will Japan be better? Will the Japanese be better-off? 

These are difficult questions, with mostly subjective 

answers, since “better” is a subjective term. Japan may find 

it difficult to maintain the quality of life it boasts today, but 

may also create a heaven (or at least a safe haven) for its 

elderly population. At the same time, it would not be able to 

compete in world markets with the same dynamism and 

determination it could apply decades ago. This relative 

decline in national power and influence can already be 

seen today, certainly vis-à-vis China, and is the outcome of 

demography rather than economics. Can this course be 

changed? Probably not. Why? Firstly, because 

demographic transition is a long term process, and, 

secondly, because the Japanese government and people 

do not seem to be genuinely concerned about it. They have 

not implemented serious measures for altering this trend, 

at least for the time being, even though there are ways of 

boosting the fertility rate, and some countries have done 

quite well in doing so. For all these reasons, therefore, I 

believe that the eclipse in population growth that has taken 

root in Japan during the past decade is the most important 

event of this period, and if it continues in the same rate, it 

will remain the most decisive social force in the coming 

decades too. 

 

 

Japanese Laureates of the 

Pritzker Architecture Prize 
Architect and City Planner Arie Kutz 

The Pritzker Architecture Prize is an 

international prize established by the 

Pritzker family of Chicago in 1979 

through their Hyatt Foundation which 

is awarded each year to (a) living 

architect/s for outstanding achievements. It is often referred 

to as “architecture’s Nobel” and “the profession’s highest 

honor.” 

Its purpose, according to prize’s web site, is "to honor a 

living architect or architects whose built work demonstrates 

a combination of those qualities of talent, vision, and 

commitment, which has produced consistent and 

significant contributions to humanity and the built 

environment through the art of architecture." 

Since the beginning of the present decade, four Japanese 

architects were awarded The Pritzker Prize: Ms. Kazuyo 

Sejima and Mr. Ryue Nishizawa (sharing the 2010 prize), 

Mr. Toyo Ito (2013) and Mr. Shigeru Ban (2014). 

Passengers during rush hour at Umeda Station: Is the high 

population density that has so characterized Japan is about 

to become a thing of the past?  
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Mr. Toyo Ito (2013) and Mr. Shigeru Ban (2014). 

 

Here are excerpts from the Pritzker Prize Jury decision 

pertaining to each laureate:  

2010ťKazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa: 

“…For architecture that is simultaneously delicate and 

powerful, precise and fluid, ingenious but not overly or 

overtly clever; for the creation of buildings that successfully 

interact with their contexts and the activities they contain, 

creating a sense of fullness and experiential richness; for a 

singular architectural language that springs from a 

collaborative process that is both unique and inspirational; 

for their notable completed buildings and the promise of 

new projects together, Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa 

are the recipients of the 2010 Pritzker Architecture Prize…”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013–Toyo Ito: 

“…Toyo Ito is a creator of timeless buildings, who at the 

same time boldly charts new paths. His architecture 

projects an air of optimism, lightness and joy, and is 

infused with both a sense of uniqueness and universality. 

For these reasons and for his synthesis of structure, space 

and form that creates inviting places, for his sensitivity to 

landscape, for infusing his designs with a spiritual 

dimension and for the poetics that transcend all his works, 

Toyo Ito is awarded the 2013 Pritzker Architecture Prize…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014–Shigeru Ban: 

“…Shigeru Ban is a tireless architect whose work exudes 

optimism. Where others may see insurmountable 

challenges, Ban sees a call to action. Where others might 

take a tested path, he sees the opportunity to innovate. He 

is a committed teacher who is not only a role model for 

younger generations, but also an inspiration. For all these 

reasons, Shigeru Ban is the 2014 Pritzker Architecture 

Prize laureate…” 

 

 

 

 

SANAA (Sejima & Nishizawa), 21st Century Museum, Ka-

nazawa, 2004  

Toyo Ito, Sendai Mediateque, 2000  

Shigeru Ban, Oita Prefectural Art Museum, OPAM, 2015  
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Besides the observation that each and every one of these 

architects is a unique creative spirit, the fact that no other 

country has reached this number of laureates in the past 

decade raises questions pertaining to the culture that 

nourished these talents and their work.  

As this short article aims to highlight the architects and 

their creations, I will not engage in an in-depth discussion 

of Japanese architecture. I will note, however, that among 

the rich, wide-spectrum and multi-layered facets of 

Japanese culture, its Visual Culture has been outstanding 

and recognized as a major leading force throughout its 

existence.  

As an academic profession, architecture has been taught in 

Japan for almost 140 years by means of a curriculum that 

is deeply influenced by Western schools both then and 

now. Japanese architects are thus trained in virtually the 

same manner as their colleagues anywhere else in the 

world. However, besides their formal education, they are 

also constantly exposed to and surrounded by their native 

visual culture.  

I would like to suggest that it is this combination – 

contemporary Western Knowledge and traditional 

Japanese sources of inspiration - that makes Japanese 

a r c h i t e c t s  s o  o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  u n i q u e . 

Nevertheless , the fact of their excellence remains, and is 

certainly worthy of both admiration and discussion – as is 

evident in the following shots of a representative work by 

each of the three Pritzker Laureates mentioned above. 

 

 

 

Pokémon Go: Redefining 

Urban Play Space 

and Changing 

Gameplay 
Ms. Einat Cohen  

Six years have passed since my 

original article "Portable Gaming in Japan: Redefining 

Urban Play Space and Changing Gameplay" was 

published in the Stanford Journal of East Asian Affairs. My 

main argument then was that Japan would lead a paradigm 

shift in the developmental trajectories of industry–

consumer technocultures, portable consoles and mobile 

phone usage through the increasing popularity of 

augmented reality games in Japan in general, and Tokyo in 

particular. My research aimed to provide a wider 

perspective on how the games industry and consumers 

interact to create new modes of daily life, leisure and 

pastimes whose commercial implications may significantly 

affect the global economy and social trends and lead to the 

formation of new media ecosystems. This actually 

happened on July 6, 2016! Well… not exactly, but very 

close.  

This new state of affairs was not triggered by a Japanese 

gaming company, and it was not released in Japan first, 

but it is now possible to say that Pokémon Go did indeed 

redefine the Urban Play Space and change mobile phone 

and AR gameplay as I argued 6 years ago. The global 

impact of Pokémon Go was no less than stunning: within a 

week of launch it was installed on over 10 percent of all 

Android devices. The daily average usage passed most 

popular messaging apps and the number of daily active 

users on Android may have already surpassed those of 
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Nintendo’s stock soared by 33% (falling by 18% a few 

days later, however, after it became clear it was not the 

game developer but only the licensee of its IP). 

But the most important influence of them all was the fact 

that people were out there trying to catch the virtual 

creatures in city centers, urban parks, and zoos. In Tokyo 

alone there were plenty of places to play: from such 

ancient temples as Senso-Ji and Meiji Jingu to hipster 

hangouts like Shibuya, Akihabara and Odaiba. Four of the 

most earthquake-affected prefectures in North Japan 

(Tohoku) and in Kyushu  (Iwate, Miyagi, Fukushima and 

Kumamoto) partnered with the Japanese subsidiary of 

Niantic (the Pokémon Go game developer) to announce 

locations where people could play Pokémon Go as well as 

events to highlight these attractions. So what, then, is 

Japanese about Pokémon Go and why do I think this has 

been a significant event in Japan in the past decade? My 

answer has nothing to do with revival of the “Cool 

Economy” nor with Abe’s corporate-governance reforms 

pushing companies to welcome shareholder activism. It 

also has nothing to do with the risks of playing (which 

some may call the dark reality of AR).  

What I do see here, however, is another case of how 

Japanese IP (Intellectual Property), and largely Nintendo’s, 

is actually redefining global culture in novel ways that are 

exciting to explore. This even affects me personally 

(despite not being a Pokémon Go player myself). I recently 

received a letter from a famous airline that has offered me 

“Six Pokémon Go-inspired Augmented Reality Travel 

Apps.” My inbox also often contains CFPs such as one 

from Melbourne University for an International Workshop 

on Language and Global Media with a confirmed talk 

about “Making Pokémon Go in Another Language and 

Culture: Researching the Translation of Games as 

Contemporary Global Media.” Similarly, a Google Scholar 

search for “Pokémon Go” yields over 1,000 results in 

various research areas (from its impact on obesity and 

diabetes in India to computer security risks). And these are 

merely samplings of such influences. One piece I like in 

particular is a Guardian article by Hannah Gould, a 

Cultural Anthropology PhD from the University of 

Melbourne, where she makes a connection between 

Shinto, kami and acting as if these beliefs were true in 

Pokémon Go. 

 

Credit: Nikkei Asian Review 2016 

Credit: Imgur, 2016 
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The one influence I find most enticing, however, is the way 

in which Pokémon Go has creatively benefited small 

businesses and locations in poor areas (such as the 

Crystal Bridges art museum in Arkansas, the United 

States’ second poorest state) through the employment of 

PokeStops and Pokémon Gyms (PokeStops are “places 

where people can collect items such as eggs and more 

PokeBalls to capture more Pokémons.” Pokémon Gyms 

are places where “Pokémon Trainers teach better 

Pokémon capturing skills.”) Niantic’s CEO has also 

confirmed that sponsored locations are coming to 

Pokémon Go. In other words, by blurring the offline-online 

boundary, the game actually forms a new media 

ecosystem that has a vast impact on local economies 

around the world. This would have never happened, 

however, without the power of a strong Japanese brand 

supported by the country’s “cute” cultural heritage. Indeed, 

Nintendo has yet to unleash its full brand power, and more 

seems to be coming with the introduction of their latest 

title, Super Mario Run.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What made you interested in Japan? 

 

There are actually two sources of interest. The first comes 

from my childhood, when I watched martial arts movies 

and got fascinated with this tradition. Back then, Japan 

was something so exotic, so alien and at the same time so 

appealing that I wanted to know it better. However, it so 

happened that at university I found myself in involved in 

Korean studies and, among other things, choosing to study 

the influence of Japanese martial arts traditions on those 

of Korea.  

 
Can you tell us about your academic studies?  
 

At first, my academic studies were solely related to Korea. 

More specifically, my PhD research at the Russian 

Academy of Sciences’ Institute for Far Eastern Studies 

analyzed the Korean martial art of Taekwondo as a tool of 

the South Korean ‘soft power’ policy, including its 

contribution to the emergence of the Korean wave, or 

Hallyu, the global spread of South Korean popular culture 

Evgenia 

Lachina  

Is a PhD candidate in the 

Asian Sphere Program at the 

University of Haifa. Her main 

research interests are 

Japanese and South Korean contemporary culture and their 

worldwide popularity, as well as Asian martial arts. In 

addition, she is also a Korean language teacher and 

translator. 
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since the late 1990’s – early 2000’s. While in Russia, I also 

published a number of  articles (in  Russian) on South 

Korean sports policies, soft power policies and Hallyu. 

Can you tell us more about your research? 

As I mentioned, my earlier research found a connection 

between  the  popularity  of  Korean  martial  arts,  and 

Taekwondo in particular, and the rise of Hallyu, the next 

“cultural wave” from South Korea. This observation led me 

to the idea that this insight might also be relevant to other 

Asian countries, and to Japan in particular. My present 

research  thus  aims  to  discover  and  compare  the 

mechanisms that created the global “waves” of Japanese 

and South Korean culture, the “cultural waves,” as I call 

them, from a historical perspective since the second half of 

the 20th century, and – more specifically - identify the part 

martial arts played in the rise of both countries’ “popular 

culture waves”. 

Which kind of difficulties did you encounter during your 
research? 
 

I think the primary difficulty of every scholar has to answer 

the research questions they pose (joking). 

More seriously, I am at the initial stage of my research, and 

faced with a theoretical problem concerning definitions and 

classifications. More specifically,  there is a difficulty in 

defining martial arts and relating them to the concept of 

culture in general. As a whole, they cannot be classified as 

either elite or low/mass/popular or folk culture, given that 

different martial arts represent different cultural categories, 

and that the concept of martial arts itself has changed over 

time. Moreover, there is a difficulty in defining Japanese 

and South Korean popular culture in particular, and in 

defining the distinction between elite and popular culture 

and the extent to which it is currently meaningful.  
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Meron Medzini. Under the Shadow of the Rising Sun: Japan and the Jews during the Holocaust Era, Academic 
Studies Press, 2016.  
 

Even before Japan joined Nazi Germany in the Axis Alliance, its leaders made sure that the former understood the that the 

Japanese government and people’s attitude toward the Jews was entirely different than the Germans’ and that it had no 

intention of taking any measures against the Jews that could be seen construed as being racially motivated. This was 

evident During during World War II, when some 40,000 Jews found themselves under Japanese occupation in Manchuria, 

China and certain South East Asian countries. Unlike their European brethren, however, virtually all of them survived the 

war. With this in mind, this this book traces the evolution of Japan's policy towards the Jews from the beginning of the 20th 

century, investigates the existence or lack of existence of anti-Semitism in Japan, and explores why Japan ignored 

repeated Nazi demands to become involved in the "’final solution. 

 

 

 

 

 

New publications 

A selection of publications by IAJS members  
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