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EDI TOROS NOTE

Dear Friends of IAJS Nosaka ®é&ngy¢

It is with great pleasure that we present the second issiédy/ @  in® rHebrew; M

the IAJS Newsletter. This time we will take a close lo5i{@i Bolokan on tlie of &S _

the state of translation of Japanese literature in Israel 2¢adémia in the professi

N and practical education
Across the world, scholars and practitioners share their -
) ~future translator®r. Lenc,
passion for Japanese culture through the translation of B
] ) _ ) Baibikov on the translation ot
literature. Israel is no exception. According to a survey _ _ _
modern, cuttiegige JaBanese prose into Russian; a
conducted by Dr. Doron B. Cohen (D@Yshisha Uni ve
_ _ Dr. Shunit ShafRdrat on the role of a translator as
no less than eighty three books of Japanese literature have _
) ) Ai nvisi ble hand, 0 hel pi
been translated into Hebrew over the past si@tst years
o _ one culture to another.
remarkable number bearing in mind that less than ten

The rec-gﬁ? newsletter also includes reports of three interne

million people actually speak Hebrew!

international success of Murakami Haruki, in particulaCH4grences organized this year by the IAJS: the Firs

stimulated the interest of Israeli readers and publishérsdf? f € ence titled AUrbar

works written by other Japanese authors Economical, Political and Cultural Perspectives on J
. . ) Past and Presento which
In spite of the relative success of Japanese literature, the . .
o . . University; an internat
majority of translations, especially the early ones, are from _ .
) Continuity and Change in
English; only a small number have been translated dlrectl?f| . '
N ) the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the Israel Muse
from Japanese. In addition, while most of Murakami's o
) Jerusalem, and the Tikotin Museum for Japanese .
books have been translated into Hebrew, the works of _ _ .
. ) Haifa on May.-3&; and an international workshop titl
many important wrilessu c h as Akutagawa Ryl nosuke,
. . o . ATravelling Food and Be
Hi guchi Il chi @, dremaird reldthely a g a mi Kenj i . .
) ) which took place at the Hebrew University of Jerusal
underrepresented. With a growing number of Israelis
o . ~_  November2
proficient in Japanese, we hope that this situation will

gradually change. There is still much to be done, and fAggdition, as part of our commitment to the suppc

&qo(g@ising scholars, this issue also features an inte
with Mr. Danny Orbach, a PhD candidate at Ha

plans to be at the forefront of promoting the translati

more Japanese literature to Hebrew

o _ _ ) University whose research deals with radical violer
In this issue we bring the voices of five Japan scholars who N
_ ) o the Japanese military from 1858 to 1930
share their experiences, thoughts, and insights on

translating Japanese: Dr. Doron B. Cohen on his exteféf/&10Pe that you will find interest in this issue, ar
research of trends in the translation of Japanese literf2you all a productive and exciting academic year

into Hebrew; Mr. Erez Joskovich on his translation of Irit Weinberg
IAJS Newsletter Editor

IAJSNewsletter, Autumn 2013 2



IAJS NEWS

Congratulations to Our MembersPromotion of International Understanding
and Colleagues Award to Prof. Bemi Shillony

IAJS would like to congratulate PreAneshillony
Japanese Foreign Minister's Commendation twhose bookapan b#abat Isiflapan As | See It) was

Dr. Roni Bornstein and Mr. Arie Kutz published by Nisshin HJ

_ ) ~ title Nihon no Tsuyosa no Hinf{idsypan's Secret of

IAJS extends congratulations to Dr. Roni Bornstein, the _ o
_ Strength) and who received the Kokusai Rikai Sok
chair of the Israkelpan Chamber of Commerce, and Mé'

Arie Kutz, the chair of the {3egeln Friendship Society, = ]
_ _ " prize is awarded once a year by the -Basehi
on being awarded the Japanese Foreign Minister's _ _
_ _ - _ International Foundation for Promotion of Language
Commendation in recognition of their outstandin _ _ _
o ) Culture for the book best promoting internati
contributions to the deepening of mutual understandlrgjg _
understanding

hgd (Promotion of Intern

and friendship between laratlapan.

AnThe Foreign Mi nister's Co

B o l
o~

gl N

international fields, to acknowledge their contribution to the ﬁf“’”-mfif =
SOP QAN Ertos 8 po ¥/ )
N

individuals and groups of outstanding achievements in

promotion of friendship between Japan and other
countries. The Commendation also aims to promote the

understanding and support of the Japanese public for their

activities. o
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IAJS NEWS

Establishing Closer Japanese Language Proficiency
Collaboration Test

On July 31, 2013, IAJS Chair Dr. Nissim OtmazginThet Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JL
with Mr. Shimomura Hakubun, the Japanese Ministergznized jointly by I1AJS and the Culture Section ¢
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technolégybassy of Japan in Israel, will take place on Decen
During this meeting Dr. Otmazgin briefed the minB®4S3 at Haifa University. This is the second time the
about Japanese studies in Israel, explained some ofvitide held in Israel after its successful launch last ye

difficulties we are facing (e.g., the lack of digital reseﬁ’i‘éhtest, first held in 1984, is a standardized crite

and teaching materials in Japanese, the need for MgkGenced test to evaluate and certify Japanese lan:

scholarships for our students), and conveyed our hOpﬁr(f)‘ﬁEiency for noative speakers and is often used as

increased collaboration with Japanese scholars apglotor and a requirement for entering Japa

universities. Mr. Shimomura was surprised to hear az?@é&emic institutions and companies. This

the scale of interest in Japanese studies in Israel MOximateSeventy peoplemost of them university

emphasized his office’s commitment to assisting dfi@ents, have registered. We wish them all §ood lucl

promotion of Japanese studies around the world

Meeting of Japanese language instructors
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PAST EVENTS

A Summary of Jag@lated Academic Events in Israel

The First IAJS Conference: and literature, urban spaces as an arena of po
AUrbanity, Ur b9 "G by grmgmes and |93nogs
Culture' Economical POlItICal conamporary hypechnological pdmarch 2011 Japan

CUIturaI Perspectlves on Jap%e 'general assembly of the IAJS was held durin

Past an d Prese r‘l:o];fergme Dr. Nissim Otmazgin, the chair of |

presented the initial achievements of the associatio
The first annual conference of the 1AJS took place onHidgyighted some issues related to its debut. The b
56, 2013 at Haifa University under the guidance ofwias presented and an outline for future projects
Michal Dali@&ul, IAJS Council Member and Chair of thescussed
IAJS Academic Committee. The aim of the conference was
to explore the complexity and changing functionali
urbanism, urban space, and urban culture in Japan
historical and synchronic perspectives, allowing for u
viewpoints on economic, political, social, and cul

processes

Attending the panel
iUrbani sm asPal iSpiacal f $t

For more information and abstracts of the paper
presented at the conference visit

http://www.japatudies.org/Conference.html

Prof. Yoshimi Shunya, Tokyo University

In his fascinating keynote speech, Prof. Yoshimi Shunya of
Tokyo University discussed the social formation of urban
visuality in postwar Tokyo, with a special focus on the
expansion of movie theaters. The four ensuing panels
discussed the concept of urbanity from a variety of angles,

such as representations of urbanity in Japanese cinema
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PAST EVENTS

A Summary of Jag@lated Academic Events in Israel

International WOkahOp: stream artists of the Edo period looked at, contribut
iPassages: Con t*"H 04" PP 5o 8> PR 5
i n E d 0 Ar t s (\) relatively easy to obtain books

In May 2013 the IAJS, with support from the Ja an

Foundation, the Asian Studies Department and Me del

School of Advanced Studies in the Humanities at The

Hebrew University, organized an international worksh p at

which scholars from around the world were aske¢ to

reinterpret changes taking place in Japanese arts durir j the

Edo period. Organized by Dr. Shalmit Bejarano (He -~

University), sixteen scholars from Japan, North Ame..__, MBI PEEL Gl B SRR B oS ST e Hl

and Europe joined Israeli scholars and students for a Begkral of the papers addressed the subject of illus

of scholarly sessions and museum visits books. For example, the keynote speaker Prof. Jc
Mostow (University of British Columbia) concentrat
the first illustrated editioils@Monogatarereading the
illustrations as innovative interpretations of the cla
literary work. Speakers were influenced by re
exhibitions or newly discovered artworks, such as
screens of KéiSanraku and KaBansetsu that were
exhibited this summer at the Kyoto National Museul
edited volume of the symposium's papers is underwa
The workshop also aimed to expose the internal

Reception at Rabin Building, Hebrew University ) _
community to Japanese artworks in Israel. In collabc

Titled APassages: Conti nyihlistaelidrdlors VBB thékPlace fo the AsiBirfcoll
the workshop's concept was informed by new trends igfthee Israel Museum, the Tikotin Museum of Japane
field of Japanese art history. While the popular imagg ffifa, and also to the National Library in Jerusaler
Japanese premodern art emphasizes lasting traditions:gpfhination of tourism and scholarship helped to fo:
conservation, scholars in the field enjoy (and are ojigdy atmosphere and, hopefully, to further ft
puzzled by) the plethora of new images and conceptsi@Bthational cooperation

the sophisticated refashioning of traditional forms four|1:d in

or more information on the talks and contributor:

the visual arts created in seventeenth to nineteenth ce\rllitSLHy

Japan. Key to recent scholarship are printed illustrated

books known ahon As with popular media today, maiIrllttp://www.|apetud|es.orq/ScheduI.html
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