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"Performing Japanese Traditions: Temporal and
Spatial Reconsideration of Dramatics, Poetics, and Research Workshop

. . " of the Israel Science Foundation
Ritual Practices.

Performing Japanese Traditions:

. o . Temporal and Spatial Reconsideration
http://arts.tau.ac.il/sites/arts.tau.ac.il/files/performing%2 of Dramatics, Poetics,

Ojapanese%20traditions program.pdf R f#t Eractices

June 15-17, 2014
Tel-Aviv University
Gilman Building, Hall 496

For further information please visit the workshop website:
pitworkshop.wordpress.com

contact information:

pitworkshop@gmail.com
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"Distance: Presenting Israeli and Japanese Contemporary Photographers"
http://www.israel.emb-japan.go.jp/html/Distancelnvitation2014.html
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The life of a Japanese student in Israel:
An Interview with Koichi-san

Interviewed by Shir David
- Tell us a little bit about yourself

I am Koichi Oi ( ), from Tokyo, Japan, and currently enrolled in LL.M (Master of
Law) International Law and Human Rights program at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. It is a relatively new program taught in English at Law Faculty with
undergraduate and graduate Israeli students. The program is short (one year) but quite
intensive. Before studying in that program, | stayed in Bethlehem to work as a volunteer
and studied at Rothberg International School as an undergraduate exchange student for
a semester. Therefore, in sum, my staying in Israel/Palestine is around two years.

- Why did you choose to come to study in Israel?

| first planned to come here to work as a volunteer to understand the conflict situation.

SOlFdzaS Y& AyGSNBad FASER A& LYGSNyl
decided to dedicate my career toward the conflict and security issue, this land was the
best place to study. Afterwards, by a great assistance of the director of Rothberg
International School, | decided to study the issue academically in that school. While my
aGFre@Ay3a Ay WS NHzhib cbustly B mdnyw@ys such AsidultuitePrelidiod, @
character of Israeli, and the energetic atmosphere of shuk (Mahachne Yehudah).
Besides, | was suggested by a professor to study International Law at the LL.M program
in Hebrew University, which is quite good and taught by many renowned professors in
International Law and Human Rights field. Those stimulus reasons gave me to come
back this country to study again after graduating of Japanese University.

- How is the university experience different between Israel and Japan?

One of the big differences is that Israeli students are more enthusiastic to participate in
any classes rather than Japanese students. Some of the class discussions are absolutely
difficult to take part in without preparing well. Of course, there are bunch of students
studying at the library from early morning till late evening everyday. L Q@S 6 S

impressed by their active attitude toward studies, but at the same time, | realized |
KI Ry QU ashdiddaRnk fsRdegree. In Japan, students are usually more concerned
about their club activities (bukatsu) and job hunting rather than genuine studies.
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- What was the most difficult thing for you about studying in Israel?

The biggest difficulty is Shabbat 6 { | { dzNBReh B @eék¥nds are free and there is
plenty of time to study for next week in Shabbat the library closes, few cafes are open,
and there is absolutely nothing to do outside but having to rest at home. Most of the
timeL Y 2dzad aiddz01 0 KayS@&e{ NFAS b oSk
lazy), | always end up doing many other things than study. On the other hand, visiting
my orthodox friend for Shabbat dinner or going to the Great Synagogue to listen to
beautiful prayers on Kaballat Shabbat is quite exceptional experience to have in
Jerusalem. | like the religious aspect of Shabbat a lot. Some of my friends often ask me if
it is hard to study in Israel without any knowledge of Hebrew or Arabic. My answer is
that, surprisingly, most of all students, both Arab and Jews, speak English very well so

you R2 Yy Q@ to Kdrr@about the different the languages. Of course, speaking in

Hebrew or Arabic is always helpful to make friends.
- What do you think about Israel in general?

| think that one of the most distinctive features of Israel is that the society is very mixed
up. There are Jews and Arabs of different backgrounds and origins and some minority
groups. Because many people come from different origins the culture is also mixed. In
addition, in my perspective, since Israel is still importing many cultures from Europe and
North America, the culture has been transforming. Politics in Israel is a sensitive issue
yet you can find a broad range of opinions.

2 KAES YvYe adleiay3a
to love this country in many ways, such

as culture, religion, character of Israeli,

and the energetic atmosphere of shuk"
Koichi-san
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- Would you recommend your friends to come study here? If so, why?

L QR RS ¥ nyhdndi By friendsNids dOrite to Israel to study. There are very few
countries with such a variety of cultures, religions and peoples like Israel. Because Japan
is composed of mostly Japanese, or "Japanese tribe" ( ), and culture is very
united, Japanese views tend to be narrow and not so tolerant to different views.
Therefore, staying Israel and experiencing variety of views, and talking with different
people is an exceptional experience which would broaden their thoughts. Another
interesting thing is that, comparing to Japan where military is hardly seen, in Israel
military concerns take a major role. Staying here and understanding the security issue
would give Japanese an opportunity to reconsider such issues as well. In short, | would
definitely like my friends to come to Israel and experience many kinds of things.
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